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Town Hall Series: Part 1

Underage Tobacco Use




On behalf of the Tobacco Free Living Actidedltgnydbiyes Partnersipwould like to thank
partners:

Minority Outreach Coalition (MOC)
Nathaniel Scroggins

Unified Committeefor Afro-American Contributions (UCAQ
Michael Brown

WaldenSierra
Laura WebbM.A., A.C.E.
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Cpl.James RStone
Deputy Greg Oresik
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The Synar Amendment

In July 1992 Congress enacted the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental
Health Administration Reorganization Act, which includes the Synar
Amendment, aimed at decreasing youth access to tobacco. This
amendment, named for its sponsor, Congressman Mike Synar of
Oklahoma, requires states,territories, and the District of Columbia to enact
and enforce laws prohibiting the sale or distribution of tobacco products to

Individuals under age 18 years.
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Synar Regulation
Regulations requires that states:

V Enactlaws prohibiting any manufacturer, retailer, or distributor of tobacco products
from selling or distributing such products to any individual younger than age 18

V Enforce these laws

V Conduct annual, unannounced inspections that provide avalid probability sample
of tobacco sales outlets accessibleto minors

V Negotiate interim targets and a date to achieve a noncompliance rate of no more
than 20% (SAMHSA requires that each state reduce its retailer violation rate to 20%
or lessby FY 2003

= V Submit an annual report detailing activities to enforce the law
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