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No Disclosures
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No Disclosures But. . . 

• I am not a gun owner
• I am a trauma surgeon and medical director for 

MedStar Washington Hospital Center’s 
Community Violence Intervention Program
– Over 600 intentional injuries a year
– Believe in treating violence as a public health crisis
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99.85% of Americans will know a 
victim of gun violence
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Every day in the United States

42 people are 
murdered

65 die from gun 
suicide

5 children die 
from gun 
violence

8 children are 
unintentionally 

shot in family fire 
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Every year in the United States

• Over 15,000 people are murdered
• 76,000 survive gunshot injuries
• 24,000 die from gun suicide
• 2,000 children die from gun violence
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What can we do?
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• Many gun deaths and injuries can be prevented 
by improving firearm handling, safe storage, and 
keeping guns away from those at risk of hurting 
themselves or others.
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Having a gun in the home increases the 
chance that someone could get hurt
• Suicidal thoughts, depression, or wants to hurt 

themselves
• Drinking alcohol or using drugs that alter judgement
• Has been violent or is making violent threats
• Has a partner who hurts them or threatens to hurt 

them
• Has a stalker
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Access to a gun in the home 
increases the risk of death by 
suicide by 300%



MWHC Community Violence Intervention Program 15

Extreme Risk Laws

Help prevent a person in crisis 
from harming themselves or 
others

1
Temporarily remove guns and 
prohibit purchase of firearms

2
Allow family members, law 
enforcement, and other key 
individuals to present evidence 
to a civil court judge that an 
individual is a risk to themselves 
or others

3



MWHC Community Violence Intervention Program 16

Extreme Risk Laws

• 99% of extreme risk protection orders resulted in 
removal of at least one gun

• 44% of cases led to respondent receiving 
psychiatric treatment

• 75% of gun owners support extreme risk laws
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But what about the violence in 
our community?
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• 6 week hospital stay
• 3 surgical procedures
• IR drainage of liver abscess with 

drain replacement x2
• 3x weekly VAC changes
• 4 weeks antibiotics
• 5 weeks of TPN

September 28, 2022
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Hey Doc, I’m so grateful, so appreciative. I just want 
you to know – I’m really gonna turn it around, really 
going to make changes. I’ve found a new place to 
live, planned it all out with my Mom, get out of that 

neighborhood. I just. . .I just need some help. Is 
there any way you could put a good word for me in 

at environmental or food-delivery? 
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When trauma patients are being released 
from the Trauma Center, they are given 
all these resources: rehab, counselors, 

speech therapy. 97% of these things are 
only focused on the physical part of 

recovery. But the mental part has the 
biggest impact on recovery

When you are in the shit storm of 
getting through a surgery, no one 
cares about follow-up, they care 
about getting through the pain, 

that’s the focus. Seven days after 
they get home, that’s when shit is 

going to get real.
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What can we do to 
intervene now?

September 28, 2022

23

- 501 survivors of violence in Detroit
- Followed for five years
- Half lost to follow-up
- 44% recidivism rate 
- 20% 5-year mortality rate 
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MWHC-Community Violence Intervention 
Program

– Brief in-hospital 
intervention with 6 month 
intensive 
community-based case 
management

– Targeted and patient 
centered services

• Reduce risk factors
• Cultivate protective factors
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In cohort studies, participants in HVIPs have 
demonstrated

– Reductions in misdemeanor offenses and feelings of 
aggression

– Improved self-efficacy
– Decreased likelihood for subsequent convictions and 

incarcerations
– Decreased recidivism rates

• 5% from 26%
• 5% from 16%
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CVIP-Services
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− 160-200 survivors of violent injury per quarter
− >75% of eligible survivors seen at bedside 
− Most common services:

• Safety planning
• Navigation of system

o Victims compensation
o MPD

• Adjustment to injury
• Advocacy

o Job trainings
o GED classes

• Emotional support
− Individual counseling services
− Trauma survivors group
− Access to crime victim’s rights attorney
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CVIP-Services 



MWHC Community Violence Intervention Program 28

Stop the Bleed

• Teaches techniques to 
respond to life 
threatening bleeding
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What can we do?
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Be practical

• Take common sense steps to make and keep 
guns safe

• Simple steps to address social determinants of 
repeat community violence

• Take a Stop the Bleed course
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Educate and Advocate

• Help keep loved ones safe by knowing extreme 
risk laws in Maryland

• Support Ethan’s Law to promote safe gun storage 
• Expand Brady Background Checks
• Support legislation to ban assault weapons 
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Erin.C.Hall@medstar.net

bradyunited.org

stopthebleed.org 

mailto:Erin.C.Hall@medstar.net

