BIAC Grants Report: Shortlist 

Sidewalk Reconstruction for Pedestrian Access - Fund 33 
Emailed Sean Campion for more information on 11-17-2023
New Contacts: VCollier@mdot.maryland.gov, LGonzalez@mdot.maryland.gov	

Sarah Fuller at sfuller@mdot.maryland.gov emailed back on 11-22 the following: 

Hi Jessica,
 
Similar to the Fund 33 program Luis emailed about, the Fund 88 program is a capital program, not grant program, but we welcome input from local jurisdictions on their areas of greatest need. Fund 88 specifically addresses bicycle connectivity, safety, and demand. Information on the funding and requirements can be found in the link that Luis shared previously below. Would you like to have a meeting to go over any questions or concerns?   
 
Fund 33, Fund 79, and Fund 88 Information: https://www.roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/Index.aspx?PageId=707
 
· Projects must be along a state highway.
· Project must provide access and connectivity to pedestrian generators (transit, The primary purpose of this fund is to upgrade existing pedestrian facilities along state highways to meet Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and the SHA Accessibility Policy & Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities along State Highways. Requirements: Considered at locations where no other project is planned. government and public facilities) within ½ mile. 
· 
· Projects are not limited to Priority Funding Areas. 
· Projects do not require any funding participation from the local jurisdiction. 
Contact:  Sean Campion, MDOT SHA Innovative Contracting Division, 410-545-8863, scampion@sha.state.md.us

Bicycle and Pedestrian System Preservation Programs Fund 88 - Bicycle Retrofit 
Emailed sha_bikepedsyspreservation@mdot.maryland.gov on 11/17/2023

Luis Gonzalez at lgonzalez@mdot.maryland.gov emailed back 11-20-2023 the following: 

The Fund 33 program is a capital program that SHA uses to reconstruct non-ADA compliant sidewalks on State maintained roadways. It is not a grant program but we welcome the input of local jurisdictions on where the greatest needs are. If there are any locations you would like us to consider for improvements please let us know. The program is primarily focused on upgrading existing facilities to make them ADA compliant. The program has the ability to fill in gaps in the network provided they are limited to less than 1,000 ft long.
 
For gaps greater than a 1,000 ft we utilize the Fund 79: New Sidewalk Construction for Pedestrian Access.
 
Information on both programs can be found here: https://www.roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/Index.aspx?PageId=707
 
If you would like to meet to discuss a request your interested in pursuing please let us know your availability for the next two weeks and we can schedule a meeting to discuss.


This fund upgrades Maryland highway facilities to accommodate bicycles by serving future rider demand, enhancing network connectivity, and addressing existing safety issues. The scope includes, but is not limited to, constructing on-road facilities (marked bicycle lanes or marked shared-use lanes) or off-road facilities, such as shared-use paths. The broad scope allows us to work with local jurisdictions and fit the design to their needs. ​
Requirements
· Projects must be at locations where no other roadway project is currently planned.
· Projects for off-road improvements are subject to the same requirements as Fund 79.
Funding Details
· Projects for on-road improvements do not require funding from the local jurisdiction.
· Projects for off-road improvements are subject to the same funding options as Fund 79.
Next Steps​
​For on-road bicycle facilities, submit a request here​ or email us at sha_bikepedsyspreservation@mdot.maryland.gov.
For off-road bicycle facilities, check your local master plan and county priority letter​ to see if your requested bicycle facility site is included. These documents ​inform SHA of the local jurisdiction’s priorities. Gather community support and reach out to your local jurisdiction and/or representatives so that they may put in the request with SHA. ​ ​
Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
Emailed cbernal@sha.state.md.us 11-17-2023

Emailed Back November 17th. Hi Jessica,
 The call for application is typically in the springtime.  Look for updates on our website https://roads.maryland.gov/mdotsha/pages/index.aspx?PageId=144 early February.  Also, not sure if you were aware of the Maryland Bike Ped Mailing List, you can sign up and you will receive the notification of when the grant season is gearing up next year.  https://www.mdot.maryland.gov/tso/pages/Index.aspx?PageId=24
 Hope this helps.
 Christy
 

“The next application cycle will be announced” 
Federal website link seems out of date emailed CBernal@sha.state.md.us found on 
MD Bicycle and Pedestrian Funding Programs PDF 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs are federally-funded, sustained efforts by community members and governments to enable and encourage children to safely walk, roll, or bicycle to school. Federal funds allocated to this program are reimbursable and available for infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects that benefit elementary and middle school children in grades K-8.
The Purpose of the Safe Routes to School Projects is:
1. to enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk, roll, and bicycle to school;
2. to make bicycling, walking, and rolling to school a safer and more appealing transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and
3. to facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools.
Maryland Heritage Area Programs 
Emailed andrew.arvizu@maryland.gov 11-17-2024

Andrew emailed back 11-28-2023 Good afternoon Jessica, 

Thanks for reaching out and my apologies for the delay. MHAA supports heritage tourism products that highlight the state's historic, cultural, and natural resources. We offer capital grants up to $100,000 and non-capital grants to $50,000. To your question, we have supported a number of new trails, trailside parking lots, and street pedestrianisation. Bicycle infrastructure would also be eligible, if they highlight or provide access to historic or natural sites. 

You've reached out at a great time, as we're just getting ready to start our FY25 grant round. ITA's are due on January 26 and full applications will be due on March 4. To get started, I would encourage you to meet with Ms. Lucille Walker of the Southern Maryland National Heritage Area. She is your local representative and will be able to help guide you through the application process. She can be reached at lwalker@tccsmd.org and works closely with the Tri-County Council.  

Thanks and have a great day,
Andrew 

Forwarded an email to Lucille on 12/13/2023 and asked about the Maryland Heritage Area Grants. 

State MHAA Grants
Maryland Heritage Areas Authority awards grants to nonprofit organizations and government entities for capital and non-capital projects located within a Heritage Area. Grants can support projects involving historical, cultural or natural resources, sites, events or facilities. Eligible projects must have a heritage tourism component or contribute to research that will directly inform a heritage tourism product. Each MHAA grant needs be matched 1:1 by cash, in-kind and/or volunteer hours.
Non-Capital Grants
Grants of up to $50,000, with a required one-to-one match of non-state support, are available for non-capital projects, which can include Planning (research, field investigation, data recovery, feasibility and planning studies, design documents and other planning activities that support the heritage area); Interpretation (exhibits, signage, pedestrian wayfinding signage, interpretive brochures, educational programs and materials, other interpretive activities that support the heritage area); and Programming (seminars, conferences, performances, reenactments, commemorations, festivals).
Capital Grants
Grants of up to $100,000, with a required one-to-one match of non-state support, are available for capital projects, which can include Acquisition (fee title of real property, interest other than fee title (i.e. easement) of real property); Development (repair or alteration of an existing building, structure or site, new construction for heritage tourism purposes); Rehabilitation (returning a property to a state of utility); Restoration (accurately depicting a property as it appeared at a particular period of time, removal of features from another time period, reconstruction of missing features from the restoration period); and Pre-Development (plans and specifications, fees for architectural design and engineering). 
Grants from Heritage Areas
Many, but not all Heritage Areas also have grant programs. Identify and contact the Heritage Area near you, to find out their grantmaking offerings, guidelines, and deadlines.
Additional Funding Sources
Being located in a Heritage Area may also make your project or program eligible for other funding from the Maryland Historical Trust including loans and tax credit programs. 
Maryland Heritage Areas Coalition
The Maryland Heritage Areas Coalition is a group of representatives from the thirteen state-recognized and certified heritage areas. The group is a program partner that advocates for the Maryland Heritage Areas Program, the allocation of funding for the Maryland Heritage Areas Financing Fund, and for the individual heritage areas. The Maryland Heritage Areas Coalition provides guidance to the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority on issues of policy. 
	
Kim Lamphier Bikeways Network Project 
December-April Letters of Intent Accepted, MDOT outreach to interested candidates 
Overview PDF 
To be eligible for funding through the Bikeways program, a project must meet one (1) eligibility criteria at a minimum.
· Access to Transit: project is located within 3 miles of a rail transit station or major bus transit hub
· Missing Link: project provides bicycle access along missing trail links, as identified in MDOT’s statewide trail network vision document, “Maryland Trails: A Greener Way to Go”
· County Priority: project is identified as a transportation priority in a County’s most recent annual priority letter submitted to MDOT
· Sustainable Community: project enhances bicycle circulation within, or access to, a Maryland Sustainable Community area
· Main Street: project enhances bicycle circulation within, or access to, a designated Maryland Main Street
· Access to Low Income area: project enhances bicycle circulation within, or access to, a Census tract(s) within which 50% or more of householders have incomes below 60% of area median income
· Access to Points of Interest: Project enhances bicyclist access to a major institution (e.g. university) OR to an important tourist or heritage attraction OR to a central business district (as evidenced by land uses)
Letter of Intent 
Eligible applicants are encouraged to submit a letter of intent to inform the Bikeways Program of the organization’s interest in applying for Bikeways funding. The purpose of the letter of intent is to inform MDOT of the organization’s interest and provide guidance to the Bikeways staff on how many organizations will apply for funding. Letters of intent may also provide an opportunity for MDOT Bikeways staff to discuss the applicant’s project and ensure that key elements are included in the submitted application. Letters of intent may be submitted to MDOT by email from January 1st, 2023 to April 1, 2023 at MDbikeways@mdot.maryland.gov. The letter of intent should include:
· Project Title
· Project Description (purposes, multimodal connections, affected neighborhoods and other relevant information)
· Physical Limits of Project
· Anticipated Total Project Estimate - The estimate does not have to be finalized. Estimates can be preliminary to reflect the anticipated costs of project tasks
· Anticipated Bikeways Funding Request Amount; and
· Contact information of likely project applicant including name, title, organization, email address and phone number.
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