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Advance Care Planning
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Advance Care Planning
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Advance Care Planning: True/False
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Hospice: True/False
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Introducing Hospice to Patients
3 Main Takeaways
1. Hospice involves a team approach to care 
2. Care is focused on the patients and families’ goals 
3. Covered by insurance, typically at no cost to patient and family 

Why it’s hard
• Misconception hospice is only for final days of life 
• Feeling that hospice is “giving up”
• Conversations are “upsetting” or “giving up hope”
• Better to wait until it’s “needed” 

• Hospice services is about shifting focus from treating a disease to treating a person 
• Focusing on comfort is really taking control 
• Patients and families can have support for many months
• Conversations can help ensure a patient’s wishes are honored 
• Having conversations helps avoid family conflict 

Try this instead 
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Continuum of Care
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Hospice & Palliative Care in St. Mary’s County 
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Thank you


