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Zakkiyya K. Cunningham earned her M.A. in Urban Affairs from
Norfolk State University, using the theory of intersectionality
for her thesis research on the impact of COVID-19 evictions on
Black women in Norfolk, Virginia. She received her B.A. in
Journalism from Georgia State University with a concentration
in Journalism and a double minor in Sociology and African-
American Studies. She has over a decade of nonprofit,
government agency, and grassroots community organizing
experience.

Zakkiyya is trained as a trauma-informed care advocate, racial
justice workshop facilitator and has extensive training in crisis
response mitigation. 

On The Hunt Consulting LLC is a dedicated community
development consulting firm that supports small-owned
businesses with creative direction and scale, supports
nonprofits and local governments in their efforts to enhance
community outreach, and maximizes corporate social
responsibility impact for mid to large-scale companies. 

On the Hunt is a SWaM Certified business.



Theoretical Framework
Intersectionality – Crenshaw, 1989
Used to address the marginalizations of Black women and to highlight
how race, class, gender, and other individual characteristics intersect with
one another. The theory calls for the inclusion of Black women in feminist
theory and anti racist policy. 

Intersectionality is relevant in this work, as it helps to frame the
experiences of all those who experience poverty and housing insecurity by
showcasing how these social problems can have complex root causes
that don’t stem from just one socioeconomic factor.
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Background
Research

Black mothers bear the brunt of the eviction crisis
Demographic record keeping for evictions is not kept at the
court level & there are inconsistencies in reporting betwen
agencies
Low income Black and Latinx communities had highest
risk of eviction during th pandemic 
Federal funding and moratoriums didn’t account for the
millions of people at risk for eviction prior to the pandemic
The majority of American hh are only 1 missed paycheck
away from homelessness 
Our cities are barely equipped for emergency shelter, don’t
communicate properly between agencies about the
problem, and we aren’t preparing for the fallout, just
reacting to it 

What I Learned in 2020:
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Why resilient
communities?
Because SoMD isn’t Baltimore. We’re
not DC, or even Greater Washington.
Our problems, our people, and our
solutions are different. 

Poverty and the housing crisis isn’t
going to disappear tomorrow, so
what can we do now?

Sure, it’s a crisis, but it isn’t one that
we can’t be prepared for.

Addressing the housing crisis requires a shift in
approach. While we may not solve homelessness
overnight, we can strengthen community
resilience by leveraging existing public services.

 Instead of treating support as a reactive
measure, we should proactively reimagine public
infrastructure to meet the predictable needs of
individuals and families facing housing instability.
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The Problem
Seeing the bigger picture
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https://livingwage.mit.edu/metros/15680


The Impact
What does this look like on the
ground?
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Challenges you
face in your
community work?

Where do you see
gaps in service
delivery?
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Legislative
initiatives that
you’d like to see?

How does
innovation show
up in county-wide
approaches?

Talk to Me



Resilience Across the Country
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Converting old motels
into shelter units.

Suffolk, Virginia
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 An inclusive shopping center ownership
and community revitalization strategy to
identify, acquire and improve service-
oriented community shopping centers in
select urban neighborhoods in
partnership with local entrepreneurs and
residents; locally-owned businesses
lease storefronts; and enable community
members to invest and financially
benefit from the shopping center

Chicago TREND - Building
Back the Block.
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Old mall as an urban village
including theaters, offices,
health providers, a YMCA, a
college, a high school,
restaurants, and 265
apartments

Memphis, Tennessee
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Virginia Farm Bureau
highlights rooftoop
gardens and indoor
vertical farming in
abandoned warehouses,
malls or other unused
structures ⟶ Fresh
Impact Farms

Arlington, Virginia
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J1GIF6VNipE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pClP88Fx3mI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pClP88Fx3mI


Public + Private
Partnerships &
Corporate
Sponsorships

Colleges as
workforce
development hubs
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Libraries as teen
centers

Public
transportation +
mobile pantries

What’s Possible Here?



Group Activity

Imagine a St. Mary’s without
budgets, without naysayers,
without a scarcity mindset. Build a
resilience program that supports
community members.
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Possible
Resilient
Solutions

Old hotels as shelters, apartments, or
small business hubs

Ready to Work Jobs for low-income folx

Corporate sponsorships from
developers, gas stations, and
healthcare

Late shift childcare centers staffed by
teens & college students

Streamlined food pantry services
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We have what
we need

Not asking for a handouts - a more
resilient community benefits everyone
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Fighting for what our region deserves,
not just advocating 

Unlearning a scarcity mindset

Holding stakeholders accountable to
their investments and constituents



i want you to know
i honor the choices
you made in solitude
and i honor the work
you have done to
belong
i honor your
commitment to that
which is larger than
yourself
and your journey
to love the particular
container of life
that is you
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you are a miracle walking
i greet you with wonder
in a world which seeks to
own your joy and your
imagination
you have chosen to be free,
every day, as a practice.
i can never know
the struggles you went
through to get here,
but i know you have swum
upstream
and at times it has been
lonely

you are enough
your work is enough
you are needed
your work is sacred
you are here
and i am grateful
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Let’s build, y’all.
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mailto:onthehuntllc@pm.me
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zka/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zka/
https://www.facebook.com/OnTheHuntConsulting/
https://www.facebook.com/OnTheHuntConsulting/
https://calendly.com/onthehuntllc/intro?month=2025-03
https://calendly.com/onthehuntllc/intro?month=2025-03
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Thank you for
your time &
your radical
work.
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